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“© By the King’s Patent, 
““ GODBOLD’S VEGETABLE BALSAM, 
‘“ An infallible remedy for consumptions, asthmas, and coughs.” 
M* GODBOLD prefaces his advertisements with the 


names of 1 marquis, 3 lords, 5 ladies of distinction, 4 
baronets, 3 generals, and 1 colonel, who (he observes) 


“ Having, for more than twenty years, experienced the effi~ 
cacy of Godbold’s Patent Vegetable Balsam, for the cure of 
coughs, colds, asthmas, and consumptions, in their own fami- 
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lies, as well as witnessed it in others, particularly recommends 
it to be kept by all persons, to have recourse to upon the first 
attack of either of the above complaints, in which ca e it never 
fails of success, and in hundreds of instances it has performed 
cures after patients have been given over by their physicians, 
by which means, a great number of the fagulty conjoins in the 
recommendation, having admitted it as the first medicine in 
the world for the above disorders. 


* Numerous certificates from others of the nobility and fu- 
milies of distinction, as well as from the above, to whom re- 
ferences may be made, may be seen at the proprietor’s, Blooms- 
bury square, which are proofs of its utility beyond the power 
of envy to dispute.” 


‘“ N. B. To prevent fraud, their name is written upon eve- 
ry label, and printed at full length upon each stamp that covers 
the cork of each bottle.” 


On examining this nostrum, we do not discover any proper- 
ty that can possibly entitle it to the appellation of a balsam, but 
the propriety of the term vegetable, we cannot dispute, as vi- 
negar, sugar, and honey are vegetable productions; we can, 
however, positively deny that it possesses the balsamic proper- 
ty of vegetables, and our examination, as well as the trials we 
have known to be made with it, do not justify our attributing 
to it any virtues superior to the szmple oxymel of the shops, al- 
though sold at the very exorbitant rate of 18s. per pint, for 
which a regular chymist would be ashamed to ask as manj 
pence. Why a patent was granted to the proprietor for this 
medicine, we are at a loss to conjecture.—It is a sanction whicl: 
has 4 great influence with the ignorant, and which we cons: 
der it by ne means entitled to. 











Medical and Philosophical Register. [3] 


The proprietors in their public advertisements bring forward 
the names of a few noblemen* in testimony of its efficacy. The 
attestation of people unacquainted with medicine, and so igno- 
rant of diseases as not to know a common catarrh from real 
consumption of the lungs, can have but little weight with the 
thinking part of mankind. One would, however, have suppo- 
sed, that such characters would have had a greater regard for 
their own reputation, and that of their family, to have suf- 
fered their names to have been recorded in support of empi- 
rical practices. 


Consumption of the lungs is not a primary affection, but the 
consequence of some previous disease of the lungs, arising 
from a variety of causes; it has also different stages, which 
require as opposite a treatment as any two diseases we are ac- 
quainted with. The medicine that is proper in one stage, must 
necessarily be injurious in another, and which again must be 
varied according to the nature of the primary complaint and 
other peculiarity of constitution. The celebrated Sauvages has 
enumerated no less than twenty species of consumption of the 
lungs, all arising from very different causes. Is it, therefore, 
possible, that one medicine can be applicable to all? It re- 
quires no medical skiil or pathological knowledge to answer this 
question. 


It has been stated in favour of this nostrum, that if it do no 
good, it is incapable of doing harm. Every person acquainted 


* On the most unquestionable authority we can state, that the finest turkey 
Norfolk can produce, is sent toone of these right honourable testifiers, as 
well as several similar presents in the course of the year; we apprehend for 
the use of his lordship’s name. It is, therefore, a fair presumption, that the 


rest of the respectable list have their share of rewards in proportion to their 
ranks in life!!! 
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with the disease that takes place in the lungs, must know that a 
medicine which has no power of suspending its progress must 
be productive of mischief, inasmuch as the patient, by trusting 
to it, loses an opportunity never to be regained. Such is the 
nature of this disease, and the delicate structure of the lungs, 
as well as their importance in the animal economy, that instead 
of palliative, harmless, or doubtful remedies being employed, 
it requires great experience to discover the real state of the 
disease, and often a bold and decisive practice to save the life 
of the patient: the delay of a day is a serious loss to such pa- 
tients. Dr. John Reid, a physician of great erudition and 
professional judgment, in a treatise on consumption of the 
lungs, just published, makes the following very pertinent obser- 
vation: ‘“* Many consumptive affections have been originally 
implanted in the nursery, &c. and made to expand by infallible 
remedies for coughs, colds, and consumptions : that hardy em- 
piricism, however, which for individual profit occasions perma: 

nent and irreparable injury to the health, and consequent hap. 

piness of either unconscious or unsuspecting individuals, de- 

serves in an equal degree the severity of reproach, nor can the 
plea of ignorance of consequences justly claim any thing furthe: 

than a slight mitigation of the austerity of censure. Consump- 
tion is a vast pit-fall situated in the high road of life, empiri 

cism is the treacherous hand, which under false pretences con- 

ducts to its margin, and precipitates the fatal descent. When 
the English nation shall be firmly convinced that sweeteners of 
the blood, antiscorbutics, remedies for colds, and, according to 
the observation of the astonished Chinese philosopher, /2) 

every disease to which the human frame is subject, are eithe: 

altogether inert, or highly injurious by their indiscriminate ad- 
ministration, &c. diseases in general will be of less frequent oc- 


currence, and the list of consumptive affections will undergo a 
very considerable diminution.” 
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That able physician, Dr. Fothergill, in the London Medical 
Commentaries states, that it was impossible to lay down a ge- 
neral rule even for the treatment of a particular species or 
stage of pulmonary consumption, as he had often known a me- 
dicine that proved beneficial in one instance, considerably to 
aggravate the symptom in another similar case, through a pe- 
culiar irritability of the system; even the saline mixture he 
had found to increase all the febrile symptoms. Dr. Reece, in 
a dissertation on pulmonary consumption, enumerates several 
species of the disease, for which he recommends very different 
treatment. This author states, that from the number of con- 
sumptive patients that have applied to him for relief, on an 
average, nine out of ten were taking quack medicines ; this au- 
thor’s observations on the danger of advertised nostrums we 
have taken the liberty of quoting in our notice of the balsam 
of liquorice. 


We are surprised that Mr. Godbold has not mentioned the 
names of those physicians who declared the patients that were 
cured by his nostrum to have been irrecoverable, or that the 
eases were true phthisis pulmonalis, and that he should omit 
the names of the members of the medical faculty that have, in 
consequence of those cures, adopted its use in their practice. 
We are persuaded that if this medicine really manifested any 
specific effects in pulmonary consumption, there is no medical 
man in this kingdom but what would very readily and gladly 
come forward to attest the same, which would more powerful- 
ly have recommended it to public notice, and be far more 
honourable to the proprietor, than the testimonies of people 
who are both ignorant of diseases and medicine. 


If those gentlemen really derived the advantages from the 
use of this nostrum, which the public advertisement intimates 
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(for we never heard of their being consumptive), their conduct 
should have been very different from what it has been. They 
should first have ascertained the real merits of the medicine, 
and if experience had proved it to possess antiphthisical pro- 
perties, or that it had in one instance cured -a patient, de- 
clared by a physician to be really afflicted with consumption 
of the lungs, they should have advised the proprietor to have 
applied for parliamentary reward, instead of suffering their 
names to appear in favour of empirical practices. If Mr. 
Godbold, notwithstanding his education and situation in life, 
had discovered a remedy for a disease that at least destroys 
30,000 of his majesty’s subjects annually, he would have been 
entitled to a very handsome remuneration from his country, 
and which no doubt would have been granted by parliament. 
The medicine of course would have been sanctioned by the 
faculty, and the proprietor might also have had the privilege 
of making it secure to him by virtue of a patent, which would 
have tended more to his emolument, and redounded more to 
his honour. We have known this medicine tried in many 
very fair cases of pulmonary consumption, without evincing 
any salutary effect whatever, and we are inclined to believe 
that the proprietor would be very sorry to risk its reputation 
by putting it to the test of experience. 


As a proof of its inefficacy, and the great IMPROPRIETY of 
noblemen permitting their names to appear in testimony of the 
supposed virtues of any medicine, we insert the following case, 
communicated to us by a medical man of respectability. 
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TO THE EDITORS OF THE MEDICAL OBSERVER. 


Gentlemen, 

If the following account of the effects of an advertised speci- 
jie for pulmonary consumptions, with the letters from the pro- 
prietors, accord with the nature of the publication announced 
on the cover of the Physical and Medical Journal, you have 
my permission to publish them. 


In the month of January, 1805, I was requested to see a 
gentleman at Exmouth, in Devonshire, afflicted with that dis- 
ease of the lungs, termed pulmonary consumption. In the 
history of his complaint he gave me to understand, that he had 
been for some time under the care of a very celebrated physi- 
cian, from whose advice he derived considerable benefit, and 
in conformity to which, he had taken up his residence at that 
place for the winter season. Here, it appears he was prevailed 
on by a friend, to try “ Godbold’s vegetable balsam,” which he 
agreed to, in consequence of the public recommendation of that 
medicine by a nobleman, of whom he had some knowledge, 
which one would have supposed, with a gentleman of his sense 
and education, would have had no influence. His lady ac- 
cordingly sent his case to Mr. Godbold, who returned the fol- 
lowing answer : 


“ Madam, 

“ We received your Letter and have attended to the state- 
ment of your Husbands case, we are sorry he did not apply to 
our Balsam sooner, which is the misfortune of people under 
the like affliction to often, however we have cured hundreds as 
ill as he seems to be, and some whose bones have perforated the 
skin, under these circumstances we wish you not to despair, 
for if any Medicine in the world can restore him, the Vegetable 
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Balsam will which we could put up a little more applicable to 
his disorder than what you purchase of our venders,* should it 
meet your approbation. We totally disaprove of Laudanum— 
but the drying up of his Issue we think right his fever is occa- 
sioned by his weakness and not from the nourishment of his 
wa beverage—we wish you to keep his body open and not To 
SPARE THE BALSAM ON ANY ACCOUNT for it will not effecct his 
bowels, but act as a strong Febrifuge and is both a searcher and 
healer of the Jungs, let him take the balsam every time the 
cough is troublesome, over and above the Quantity prescribed in 
the printed bill of directions let him live well eat any thing he 
fancies (salt meat and high seasoned dishes excepted) take 
malt liquor with a toast in it at his dimer, and a glass or red 
port afterwards use gentle exercise such as his strength and 
the weather will permit, but not to fatigue, and be very careful 
not to get cold, the Electuary will give one gentle motion and in 
case of arelax such would be occasioned from the disorder 
and not the opening medicine then the powders is used. 
| Weare, 
‘ i Madam, 
i [ Your most obedient 
j Humble servants, 
(Signed) N. & S. GopBoLp. 
Bloomsbury Square, Nov. 21, 1804.” 


N. B. “ If you wish any medicine to be put up from our 
house with the attendants wail be two pounds but we may say 
99 out of 100 Persons in the first stage of these complaints 
through Goa’s Blessing a cure is performed.” 












* It may be necessary to observe, that retailers of quack medicines are al. 
lowed from 30 to 40 per cent. which, of course, the proprietors save by selling 
the articles themselves. 
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In consequence of this advice, the gentleman discontinued 
the use of the medicines prescribed by an able physician, heal- 
ed the issue in his side, and took to animal food and wine, 
which he had been strictly forbid to do by the physician who 
had attended him. This dealing and searching balsam was 
taken according to the directions, which, so far from affording 
him the promised relief, disagreed with the stomach, and was 
rejected, as sour as the strongest vinegar. ‘The hectic symp- 
toms were also considerably aggravated, which, however, I at- 
tribute more to the alteration in the diet, the use of wine, and 
drying up of the issue, than to the medicine. 


Mr. Godbold was immediately apprized with the disagreea- 
ble effects of the medicine, to which he returned the following 
answer : 


“ adam, 

s¢ In answer to your favor received this morning we assure 
you there is no acczdity in our medicine whatever nor will it 
create any, nor has your husband any thing to fear by a perse- 
verance in taking it—we recommend his taking the Electuary 
as it is highly necessary his body should be kept from costive- 
ness he cannot take any thing better for the 4z/e upon his sto- 
mach than Magnessia with a little Rubard mixed with it—and. 
now and then by way of change let him take a teaspoonful/ of 
Epsom salts in a little mint water about 11 o’Ciock in the 
forenoon—a child sucking at breast may take our medicine 
whenever you think proper we will compound a bottle of me- 
dicine for him. 

We are Madam, 
Your most obedient servants, 


(Signed) N. & S. GopBoLp, 
Bloomsbury Square, Nov. 26, 1804.” 
Vor. VI. b 








: 
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Notwithstanding this medicine is made with vinegar, Mr. 
G. does not scruple to assert in the most positive terms, that 
there is no acidity in it whatever / /! and although he declares 
it to be a pure vegetable balsam, yet it will not create an acidi- 
ty !!!—So far from this being the case, the very article with 
which it is sweetened 1s capable of forming one of the strongest 
vegetable acids, and which there is no article in the medicine 
capable of counteracting. 


The gentleman could not be persuaded against his reason tg 
persist in the use of the balsam he then had, and accordingly 
he wrote to Mr. Godbold to send him a fresh bottle, with such 
alterations he thought proper to make, to which he received 
the following reply : 


“ Madan, 

“We received your favor and 2/. note and have sent the 
medicine accordingly as you directed which we hope and trust 
with the blessing of God will have the desired effect—we have 
sent a double quantity of the Electuary and whenever he has 
that heaviness upon the stomach let him have recourse to it 
which will carry it off—and spare not the balsam by any means. 
You may depend upon its creating no aceddity whatever in 
other respects follow the printed directions excepting when the 
cough is troublesome then take it extra—live well and be care- 
ful not to take cold. 

We are 
Madam, 
Your most obedient humble servants, 
% N. & S. GopzoLp. 


Bloomsbury Square, Dec. 1, 1804.” 
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This fresh medicine, however, was attended with no better 
effects, and finding his symptoms to increase rapidly (particu- 
larly the difficulty of breathing, thirst, and hectic heats), he re- 
solved on discontinuing its use entirely, and re-applying to the 
regular profession. When I saw him, which was ina few days 
after, his pulse, which was about 90 at the time the issue was 
dried, was now increased to 120, and sometimes more, his 
breath very short and laborious, with frequent recurrence of 
rigors, succeeded by heat and perspiration. In order to give 
him every chance of recovery, I advised an issue in the side 
most affected, forbid the use of wine and animal food, and re- 
quested he would live as much as possible on ass’s milk and 
vegetable jellies. I also ordered him a little medicine to quict 
the system and facilitate expectoration, which relieved the 
most distressing symptoms, and rendered his life much more 
tolerable ; but unfortunately the lungs had sustained so much 
injury that they were no longer capable of effecting that change 
in the blood which is necessary for the support of life. Whe- 
ther this organic mischief might have been prevented by keep- 
ing the issue open, by quieting medicines, and a judicious regi- 
men, I cannot take upon me to determine. I think, however, 
every medical man must agree with me in opinion, that he 
would, in that case, have stood a better chance of recovery. 


To give you an idea of the absurd and dangerous doctrines 
of quacks, I annex the following case. 


In May, 1864, a young lady, of very delicate habit, applied 
to me with an affection of the lungs, so slight that I could 
hardly pronounce it more than catarrh, although it had evi- 
dently a great tendency to consumption. Being a little conver- 
sant with physic, she insisted on knowing what medicine | 
purposed giving her, and with what view. I candidly told her 
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that the object of my practice would be to prevent that mischict 
taking place en her lungs, which would lay the foundation of 
a dangerous consumption. She replied, that she wished to 
know whether I was of opinion that she had tubercles in the 
lungs, and being answered that .it was probably the case, she 
observed, that she had been told so by the proprietor of a cele- 
crated medicine for consumption of the lungs, whose name she 
mentioned ; that this medicine was recommended by the first 
characters in the kingdom; and that the proprietor had assur- 
ed her that it radically cured consumptions, by dissolving tu- 
bercles, so that they were afterwards easily coughed up. This 
doctrine appeared so plausible to her, that, in spite of my advice 
to the contrary, she took his znfallible specific, and I, in conse- 
quence, heard no more of her for about six weeks or two 
months, when she sent to request my attendance. She then 
informed me, that the medicine had dissolved all the tubercles 
in her lungs, and she was afraid a portion of her lungs too. 
She was so emaciated, that I could not have supposed that the 
disease could in so short a time have made such rapid progress. 
Having every symptom of a speedy dissolution, I ordered her a 
simple mixture to quiet her cough and bowels; and, on leaving 
the house, I acquainted her friends with her danger, and gave 
my opinion that she would not survive a week. On the fourth 
day afterward I was apprized of her death. ‘The thoughts of 
uot having attended to my advice in the first instance, her 
friends informed me, had made her so truly miserable the last 
fortnight of her life, that they were of opinion, uneasiness of 
mind accelerated her death. 


Dr. Hamilton’s observations on quackery are so applicable to 
this case, that I have thought proper to send you a transcrip- 


tion of them, from his popular work on the management of 
children. 
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‘¢ Many shocking cases have occurred within the observa- 
sions of the author of this work, where women have neglected 
pursuing with steadiness the suggestions of regular practition- 
ers, in consequence of the false confidence they were induced 
to place in the dishonest promises of the discoverers of nos- 
trums. A simple recital of the agony of such women might 
appear incredible. The interference of the legislature, in 
checking this species of robbery, is certainly required, since 
not only is money stolen, but also life destroyed, and that ina 
way of torture, too, which the severity of the law has never 
yet exercised on the most flagitious criminals.” Page 68. 


In this communication, I beg you will make such omissions ° 
as you may judge proper ; and am, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant. 
March 3d, 1805. 


Our correspondent has been so explicit in his communica- 
tion, that we judge any further remarks from us unnecessary. 
We assure him that the letters shall be taken proper care of, 
and sincerely thank him for the promise of his observation on 
the present state of the medical profession, for our next num- 
ber. We have received several letters from the different parts 
of Norfolk, respecting the first avocation and education of the 
inventor of the vegetable balsam, which are inadmissible ; our 
sole object being the examination of their medicines, which, if 
we found of any merit, we should be happy to allow, notwith- 
standing the inventors may not have had the advantages of a 


regular medical education. ‘The properties and compositions 
of the medicines, and not the origin and education of the pro- 
prietors, are the objects of our investigation. 
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Fenkinson on the use of Arsenic in Chronic Rheumatism, 


To the Editors of the Medical and Physical Fournal. 


Gentlemen, 

I have for some time intended to give you an account of the 
efficacy of arsenic, internally administere@ in chronic rheuma- 
tism ; a disease which it has never before, to the best of my 
knowledge, been employed to relieve; and I have only beer 
waiting for more experience, to justify my recommendation of 
it. Having, in the course of last summer, unsuccessfully ex- 
hausted the common list of anti-rheumatic remedies (warm 
bath, various liniments, antimony, Dover’s powder, bark, mer- 
cury, opium, guaiacum and ammonia, in several forms and 
combinations ; mustard seed, horse-raddish, &c. &c.) in the 
case of a friend of mine, who was every day becoming a greater 
martyr to that tormenting complaint, some analogies and rea- 
sonings, which wiil probably appear very loose to many of your 
readers, and particularly to those who do not know how casu- 
ally medical discoveries are often brought to light, led me to 
the use of this medicine ; I will slightly advert to them before 


{ proceed. 


i. Most of the common anti-rheumatic remedies, for in 
stance, warm bathing, antimony, guaiacum, mercury, bardana, 
are employed in cutaneous diseases: arsenic, too, is sometimes 
so employed. | 


2. Arsenic cures certain imtermitting paroxysms and pains, 
as ague, and head-ache: the pains of rheumatism have thei: 
periodical aggravations. 
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3. Arsenic is a powerful tonic, and chronic rheumatism is a 
disease of debility. 


The sufferings of my patient, a young man of twenty-six, 
were altogether confined to his chest and loins for several 
months ; he was during this time nearly free from pain in the 
day, but the nightly paroxysms kept increasing in violence. 
His limbs at length became generally affected, and one of his 
knuckles much enlarged; he was now never easy upon mo- 
tion, and at last got almost unable to leave his room. His ap- 
petite and strength were much impaired, and having before 
tried such a variety of remedies, he despaired of his situation, 
and began to set himself down as a cripple for life. He had, 
moreover, been troubled for some years with a pretty general 
eruption of the herpetic kind, which first appeared after a 
course of mercury, and which at times was very virulent. Un- 
der these circumstances it was, that [ recommended to him the 
use of Fowler’s mineral solution. He began, as is usual, by 
taking four drops in water three times a day, which he gradu- 
ally increased to three, and finally to four times the number ; 
a quantity which few persons can bear, ten or twelve drops be- 
ing commonly sufficient. In two or three weeks, without the 
aid of any other remedy, he was considerably relieved, and by 
a perseverance of two months in the course, was, and still re- 
mains, perfectly cured, both of rheumatism and herpes. He 
began with the solution in October, and consequently recovered 
under all the disadvantages of wet, cold, and changeable wea- 
ther. As he was completely tired of nauseous medicines be- 


fore, the tastelessness of this was a great recommendation 
with him, as it must be with others, and contributed very much 
to his steadiness in its use. I have since had the satisfaction 
of relieving other rheumatic patients by the same means, after 
the failure of the usual remedies: and Mr. Hardman (the gem- 
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tleman who lately gave you an account of his success with the 
cupping glass, in a case of abscess) informs me, that a lady un- 
der his care has lately been relieved from the most violent 
pains of the kind, wiich had set the best of the old remedies at 
defiance for thirteen or fourteen months, by the use of the mi- 
neral solution alone. The disease began, in this case, to yield 
to it in three or four days; she still continues the medicine, 
and has lately walked three or four miles at a time, after 
having been unable to move about her own house with com- 
fort for several months. In this case too, as in the others, en- 
largements of the joints have subsided, and I have no doubt, 
from what I have seen, that this remedy, employed with pro- 
per discrimination and care, will be found worthy to supersede 
many others, and to afford more relief than has commonly 
been afforded in the worst cases of chronic rheumatism. | 
must be allowed to make two or three remarks before I con- 
clude. 


It will be thought by some, that the cutaneous disease led 
me to the use of the arsenic in the first case. I should not 
deem such a remark of any great consequence, if it were 
urged ; but I will just assure you that it never occurred to me, 
in the first instance, to direct my attention to the removal of 
an eruption, which length of time had rendered familiar, and 
to the disappearance of which every subsequent illness might 
have been ascribed, as is occasionally done ; and that this cir- 
cumstance added but little to my previous determination to 
employ that solution on account of the rheumatism, though its 
double effect has certainly much increased the pleasure of the 
eure. Lest the union of two complaints in this case may lead 
to some suspicion of the pain differing in any respect from 
rheumatic pain in general, it may be worth while to observe, 


“that in the other cases there was nothing of the kind. 
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Cases of chronic rheumatism, in which the usual remedies 
have failed, and in which the arsenic may be improper, will no 
doubt occuy ; but with your readers, I conceive particular re- 
ferences are quite unnecessary : most gentlemen of the profes- 
sion are fully competent to form their own judgments. For 
the same reason, it may be superfluous to hint, that a few 
drops of laudanum will be occasionally required, to make the 
solution sit easy with delicate persons, and that a gentle laxa- 
tive, in case of costiveness during its use, should not be forgot- 
ten. Henceforth, perhaps, it may be right to give the solu- 
tion a trial, for reasons obvious to your readers, in some tedi- 
ous arthritic cases ; and likewise in the wandering pains and 
anomalous ailments of those syphilitic patients, who have sus- 
tained permanent injury both from the disease and its cure. 
It would be easy to extend the prospect still farther, but let us 
first cultivate the ground we have gained. 


A professional gentleman, to whom I mentioned part of the 
facts here detailed, gave it as his opinion, that the arsenic owed 
its success in rheumatism entirely to its tonic powers. Un- 
doubtedly it would not have so succeeded, if its powers had 
been of an opposite kind; but it is not the property of tonics 
in general directly to relieve rheumatic pains and reduce 
rheumatic. enlargements; nor can we attribute to its tonic 
powers its alleged anodyne properties in some cancerous cases, 
Besides, the pain in all the patients alluded to in this letter, has 
yielded to it before the strength was perceptibly, or could be 
materially improved, insomuch, that the strength may as well 
be called the consequence of the ease as the reverse. That ar- 
senic has a local, in addition to a general effect, is evident 
from the itching and partial discolorations so often attendant 
upon its use ; and it is certainly to its peculiar action upon the 


superficial circulation, that we must ascribe much of its efficacy 
Vor. VI. € 
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in cutaneous complaints, if not its other qualities. However. 


[I am by no means inclined to be uneasy about its modus ope- 


randi, I am only anxious about the matter of fact ; and I hope, 
on that account, that your correspondents will turn their atten- 
tion to the subject without delay: I have much deceived my- 
self, if it be not very well worth their while. 


I wish most sincerely I may soon have more success to com- 
municate : in the mean time, I shall be particularly obliged to 
any gentleman who publishes an account of impartial trials 
made with this medicine, be the event what it may. 

I am, &c. 
Joun JENKINSON. 

Manchester, May 21, 1804. 

Med. & Phys. Four. vol. xi, p. 492. 


Whitlam on Arsenic in Rheumatism. 
To the Editors of the Medical and Physical Fournal. 


Gentlemen, | 

When we can snatch a fellow-creature from impending 
death, or even alleviate his sufferings, and render the remain- 
ing period of his existence comfortable, we feel the cheering 
influence of a ray emanating from the purest source of plea- 
sure. Our gratification is more heightened, if the means 
made use of promise to contribute to the relief of others la- 
bouring under similar afflictions. 


In compliance with the request of Mr. Jenkinson, in the 
64th number of your Journal, I shall state the strikingly bene- 
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ficial effects of the solutio arsenici in an inveterate case of chro- 
nic rheumatism. 


Ward, a female, who is now about the age of 35, 
was suddenly attacked, about two years since, with a violent 
pain near the middle of the spine, which hindered her from 
bending forwards without extreme difficulty. It was accom- 
panied by a distressing pain in the epigastric region, attended 
by dyspepsia. She was pregnant at that time, and ina few 
days a miscarriage ensued. ‘The pain then nearly left her ; 
but it returned with redoubled violence in about a month. 
Her joints became affected, particularly her knees and ankles, 
which rendered walking extremely irksome; those of her 
fingers began to swell, and one of them became enlarged to 
nearly twice its proper size. She received only a temporary 
alleviation by the aid of remedies usually applied in such 
cases, though assisted by electricity. 


She gradually became worse till the month of June last, 
when she began to take the solution, as recommended by Mr. 
J. Ina few weeks she was much relieved, and was capable of 
walking without being incommoded by the pain; and since 
that time the swelling of her joints has decreased, and her ge- 
neral health is much improved. 


There are two things worthy of particular notice in this 


case. 1st. The disease never put on the characteristic appear- 
ance of acute rheumatism. 2d. From the peculiar appearance 
of the countenance, and state of the pulse, tonic remedies 
seemed indicated ; but none of them produced the effect of in- 
vigorating the system till arsenic was given. She still perse- 
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veres in using the medicine, and has the very pleasing prospect 
of a permanent cure from the use of it. 
a I am, &c. 
Joun WuitTLam. 
Nottingham, Nov. 7, 1804. 
Med. SF Phys. Four. vol. xiii, p. 16. 


Fenkinson on Arsenic in Rheumatism. 
4 To the Editors of the Medical and Physical Journal. 


; Gentlemen, 
qi Mr. Whitlam’s account, in your last number, of a case of in- 
A veterate chronic rheumatism, relieved by the use of the solu- 
tio arsenici, was of course exceedingly gratifying to me ; and IJ 
wish most heartily, for the sake of those afflicted with that te- 
dious and painful disorder, such of your correspondents as 
have made trial of the same remedy, would give equal publici- 
ty to their experience. What I have seen of its effects, since I 
published my first account in your Journal, has only tended to 
confirm what I there advanced ; and I have scarcely a doubt 
remaining, but it will prove a most valuable medicine indeed, 
even in those states of the disease which we have hitherto been 
very little capable of relieving. 


The lady under Mr. Hardman’s care, before referred to, has 








been repeatedly and effectually relieved from returns of the 
symptoms, by the use of the solution. 





William Daval, a farming labourer in Staffordshire, ztat. 
60, in the course of the last summer obtained a complete cure 
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by the same means, from a combination of lumbago and sciati- 
ca, which had crippled him for months, and baffled the force of 
the usual remedies. [ had the pleasure of seeing him about 
two months after his recovery, holding the plough with his 
usual strength and spirits. His thankfulness was excessive ; 
and his expression of it was such as would have excited de- 
lightful emotions, even in the calmest of beings. 


As the safety of the remedy has been established, by a long 
and general employment of it, in other complaints, I hope the 
liberal humanity of my professional brethren will prompt them 
to have recourse to it in chronic rheumatism, upon the earliest 
occasions, and to communicate the result of their experience 
without unnecessary delay ; in all probability, the comforts, if 
not the existence of many fellow-creatures, now miserable, are 
depending upon their compliance. 

Iam, &c. 
Joun JENKINSON. 

Manchester, Fan. 12, 1805. 

| Med. & Phys. Four. vol. xii, p. 525. 


Roberton, on the Internal Use of Cantharides in Ulcers. 


In every period of the history of surgery, the most success- 
ful plans adopted in the treatment of ulcers seem all to have 
actéd on the same principle ; and in whatever manger these 
various applications have been made, the substances employed 
have uniformly been of a stimulating quality. These have al- 
most always produced escarotic effects, and been applied exter- 
nally. Of late years, it is well known that the adhesive straps 


and roller have been successfully employed ; and I may men- 
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tion, that it is alone by stimulating the parts to which they are 


applied, that these can produce their beneficial effects. 


The natural transition from producing and supporting such 
a state of action by any kind of external means, to that of ef- 
fecting the same purpose by the external use of such medicines 
as cantharides, must be evident to every one who knows any 
thing of the extensively stimulating powers of that drug. 


[t is upon this principle that all other stimuli, applied inter- 
nally to sores, &c. produce similar effects, though I have found, 
so far as my experience goes, none of them, in their operation, 
so permanently effectual as that medicine. I avoided mention- 
ing this fact at an earlier period, because I wished to mature 
my observations on the subject. 


To those who without prejudice, or a wish to condemn, give 
this substance a fair trial in such complaints as may indicate its 
use, and who really have been unsuccessful, I have only to ob- 
serve, that I can very easily account for the failure of many 
medical practitioners in the treatment of diseases by canthari- 
des. It was not till after many years’ experience, with the clos- 
est attention I could bestow to its operation, that I became at 
all successful in the removal of complaints with that medicine ; 
and, even then, I failed in the removal of some cases, which, 
with greater experience in the use of medicine, I have sincc 
completely effected. It will undoubtedly be with them, as it 
was with myself; but by cautiously persevering in its use, 
they will be sensible of its importance. 


ad 
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CASE I. 


A stout, and apparently healthy man, aged 55, abouta year 
ago, had the middle of the sole of his foot completely perforat- 
ed by a large nail. ‘The nail was withdrawn, and the wound 
in a few weeks healed ; but still some degree of swelling of 
that foot, especially towards evening, troubled him. 


About four months ago, the ankle joint became somewhat 
more stiff than usual, and several small pustules broke out 
around the outer ankle, which soon formed very painful sores. 
In two weeks more the edematous swelling had reached nearly 
to the knee, and several inches of the skin around the ankle 
joint had become of a dark red colour. 


He now (Nov. 3, 1807) became alarmed at his situation, 
came to Edinburgh, and put himself under my care. The only 
application he had made to his sores, was simple ointment, with 
the constant use of a tight stocking, from which he had derived. 
no benefit. I therefore prescribed tinct. canth. 3s. aq. font. 
Zvi. M. a table spoonful of which was to be taken thrice a day, 
and the leg also to be rolled from the toe to the knee with a 
bandage of cotton cloth. This medicine, in sufficient doses to 
produce slight yet constant pain in voiding urine, with the ap- 
plication of the bandage, completely cured him ina month. | 
however advised him, on going into the country, to continue 
the application of the bandage for several months. 


Feb. 1808. Having about a fortnight ago fatigued himseli 
by carrying heavy burthens almost for a whole day, he was 
seized with pain in the formerly affected leg, and it has now 
hecome cedematous, acquired a livid colour, extending about 
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two-thirds up the leg, and discharging a thin watery fluid 
1 from its whole surface. I ordered him to recommencé the 
canth. as formerly directed, and again to apply the roller. 


March 1st. The discharge from the diseased surface is 
thick and yellow, while the edema and livid appearance are 
gradually disappearing. 

‘4 He having occasion to go to London, and being now pretty 
| well acquainted with the nature of the medicine, I have desired. 
A him to continue it in absence, and to write to me if any adverse 
| symptom occurs. 





May 20th. This patient waited on me to-day, to inform me 
of his leg having perfectly recovered. I have nevertheless de- 
sired him to avoid all fatigue for several months, and still to 
wear a roller. 


July, 1808. This patient has, for two or three weeks laid 
aside the roller, and has had no return of his complaint. 












CASE II. 


Nov. 6, 1806. A carpenter, aged 29 years, about twelve 
years ago cut his left leg with anadze. The sore has since 
that time been frequently skinned over, but it always in a short 
time after broke out again. He has applied to several medi- 
cal gentlemen for relief, and, after every external application, 
from the mildest to the most corrosive, has been used without 
effect, he has for several years considered it as incurable, but 


while it permitted him to follow his ordinary occupation, he has 
been contented. 
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This patient has one sore near the middle of the tibia, about 
23 inches in diameter, with thick irregular edges, discharging 
thin brownish matter in considerable quantity, and several 
other sores about the size of a sixpence surrounding it; but 
these have only troubled him a year, and they are neither deep 
nor have they thick edges, although they discharge matter 
equally unhealthy with the large sore. The leg and foot are 
swelled, and about two-thirds of its extent is of a livid colour. 
I have therefore prescribed tinct. canth. Zi; aq. font. Zvi. M. 
a table spoonful of which was to be taken four times a day. 


18th. This patient has continued to use the cantharides in 
sufficient doses to produce slight difficulty in voiding urine. 
The discharge has become uncommonly plentiiul, is of tolerably 
good consistence, attended with stiffness and soreness in the 
ulcerated parts. 


30th. He has continued to take the cantharides, and now the 
smaller sores seem nearly healed, but there is no alteration in 
the appearance of the large one. ‘The discharge from it to 
day, and three days past, has been alarmingly great. I even 
believed it impossible for such a discharge to proceed from an 
ulcer of these dimensions, and, suspecting sinus, I minutely 
examined the whole of its surface with a probe, but could dis- 
cover none ; the cantharides were therefore continued. 


Dec. 7th. All the smaller sores were completely healed, 
but there was no alteration of the larger one. ‘This day he 
became impatient, and took a very large dose of cantharides. 
About an hour afterwards he became sick and vomited, and 
during the night voided brown bloody matter along with his 
urine. He informed me of this circumstance, and I advised 


him to take a smart cathartic and use warm applications above 
Vor. VOI. d 
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the pubes. The cathartic was rejected by vomiting, and in. 
deed, for two days, nothing would remain on his stomach, and 
it was not till after the most excruciating pain, that these symp- 
toms began to abate. ‘The sore has now become so irritable 
that he cannot even allow the weight of the common dressing 
to press on It. 


17th. The above symptoms have disappeared, but the sore 
does not seem to have been much affected by what has been 
done. , 


20th. This day I began to use a solution of the muriate of 
mercury as a wash, and desired him to recommence the can- 
tharides, none of which he had taken since the 7th. 


29th. The sore now began to have a very favourable appear- 
ance, the whole ‘surface looking florid, the edges becoming 
thinner, and its diameter not being so great as formerly. The 
cantharides and solution were therefore continued. 


Jan. 20, 1807, The sore now evidently contracted in size. 
The solution was applied where the edges seemed not disposed 
to heal, and this produced the most beneficial effects. The 
cantharides were still continued. 


March 25th. The sore remained nearly in the same state 
since last report, although he had taken the cantharides in suf- 
ficient doses to affect his urinary organs. 3 


April 6th. The sore now assumed a-black unhealthy ap- 
pearance, and became thicker in the edges. He had continued 
to take his medicines regularly, and in every respect to obey | 
my prescription. My patient could only accopnt for this 
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change of appearance from his having about three days ago 
exposed himself to very severe fatigue for a whole day ; since 
which time the sore had gradually degenerated. 


May 20th. Although he had taken the cantharides regu- 
larly, and in sufficient doses, since last report, the sore had 
still continued to degenerate, and it was now larger than I 
ever saw it. I certainly would now have omitted the use of 
the cantharides for the present, had it given him any uneasi- 
ness at the stomach, or seemed to affect his pulse in an unfa- 
vourable way, but as all went on well, I desired him to con- 


tinue. 


26th. The sore has again assumed a more healthy appear- 
ance, and discharges thicker matter. 


August, 1807. He had regularly continued the cantharides 
since last report, and his leg was now perfectly well, and he 
himself able to work at his trade. 


July, 1808. This patient still remained perfectly well. 


(CF Several other cases, strongly in favour of the cantharides, 
are detailed, but the above are deemed sufficient to call the 


attention of the medical practitioner to it. 
Error. 
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A letter on the subject of the Gout, from Hunry Hit ( grand- 
father to the late Henry Hii, Esq. of Philadelphia) te 
Marcarert Preston, ancestor of the Moore family. 


The 7th of 12th mo. 1737-8. 
Dear Cousin, 

When I think of*thy having the gout, I don’t know whe- 
ther I ought to be most concerned for thy present pain, or 
pleased with the thoughts of the benefits a valuable part of the 
creation will receive from the effects thereof, since I really be- 
lieve, if prudently managed, it is a means to procure reason 
unclouded, and to prolong life; and how great a blessing that 
may prove in a person of thy capacity and merit, not only to 
thy own hopeful issue immediately under thy tuition, but to all 
that have the happiness of thy conversation, requires a more 
elegant pen than mine to describe. I heartily wish thou hadst 
an easier game to play that might have the same good effect ; 
but since complete happiness is not to be expected in this 
world, and that the frailty of our natures obliges our lives to 
be checkered with afflictions, I scarcely know what distemper 
I would accept in lieu of the gout were it in my power, and I 
think it seldom admits of acompetitor. It indeed often, es- 
pecially towards the decline of hfe, changes its seat, as some- 
times to the bowels, and takes the share of a diarrhea, other 
times on the lungs, and proves a troublesome cough, &c. all 
which I think may be easily remedied by diet and medicines, 
though I believe medicines to have the least share, even in a 
palliative cure of the gout, at which I only pretend to endea- 
vour ; for as to a perfect cure, under a libertine life, I don’t 
think there’s any person of common understanding will be so 
hardy as to pretend to, or if such an one should be, I’m per- 
suaded he’d find but few proselytes. 
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Be pleased then to hear what a person of upwards of 39 
years painful experience, without above six months successive 
intermission (except by diet) in all that time, has to say, in or- 
der to render life tolerable; but previous to my method of liv- 
ing which I use, it must be considered there is abundance of 
difference in constitutions, in custom of living, and between 
youth and age, and that what agrees with one mayn’t with ano- 
ther, and when it is found disagreeable I should advise to quit 
it directly, for fear it should prove fatal. 


[ am of a thin lean body, a cunstipated bowel, and choleric 
constitution, and was a great lover of strong drink, though soon 
satisfied, except for company sake, by means of which I have 
been sometimes induced to take too much; but then I dearly 
paid for it, scarcely being able to get myself cool again ina 
week. A pretty hearty feeder (rather too voracious), and am 
now in the 66th year of my age. 


About the 45th of my age, and 19th of the gout, I was 
scarcely clear of the gout three months together, and could 
hardly walk a quarter of a mile, when, by gradation, I brought 
myself to an entire milk diet, which agreed very well with me 
for near seven years, and of which I drank (for I took it no 
other ways) three or four quarts per day, raw. If it proved 
feverish I mixt it with water, or omitted quite, and lived a day 
or two on bread and water, and the feverish indisposition 
would go off; then I would confine myself to mp milk again, 
and had little or no sense of hunger, but very thirsty, which my 
milk mostly satisfied, but when it would not fair water would. 
In about four months time I could walk five or six miles an 
end, and pretty well. 
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I held this method near seven years, and had but one fit of 
the gout, and that was by drinking about a pint and a half of 
punch, &c. Inthe autumn of the seventh year the quartan 
ague seized me (which I never had before), upon which I was 
obliged to quit my milk, and live otherwise, but low, and take 
the bark. When recovered, took to my milk again, and con- 
tinued it till the latter end of the next summer, when a diar- 
rhea seized me, which had like to have carried me off, so that 
in short I was obliged to leave off my milk diet, as being too 
cold and slippery, and breeding too viscid a nutriment, and 
gradually falling on my old way of living, only very sparingly 
of strong drink, and the gout came as formerly, but not alto- 
gether so violent as when I indulged myself with strong drink. 


But since I have been conversant with Dr. Cheyne’s works, 
{ have brought myself pretty near to what he calls his trim- 
ming diet, but with an entire abstinence from strong drink, 
which yet I think might be allowed to colder, moister consti- 
tutions, to not above one glass though, after an animal food 
dinner, but by no means soon after taking of miJk, and I think 
I never enjoyed a steadier state of health since I can remem- 
ber. Ihave a pint of milk boiled at night, of which I drink 
half as hot as I well can, the other half a little before I go to 
bed ; in the morning my breakfast is the like quantity ordered 
the same way, and my dinner is a pint of milk raw, with a good 
deal of well-baked light wheaten bread, no matter how coarse. 
This I find sufficient for me, though I suppose a younger person 
might very well take twice the quantity without any prejudice. 
Thus I live alone; but, if I have any company, I take bread and 
butter, with coffee or tea, besides my allowance of milk at break- 
fast, and a light dinner of any young animal food with vegeta- 
bles, and glad of the opportunity. 
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Moderate exercise I find very beneficial, especially in clear 
weather, not too windy, as it gives a jog to the fluids, anda 
tensity to the solids, without much expence of spirits, of which 
if a dejection should happen (from which I believe few of ei- 
ther sex are clear scarcely one week together), take spirit of 
lavender, sal. volatilis, tincture castor, of each 20 drops in a 
glass of water and sugar, which I find generally relieves. If 
too costive, use much greens at dinner, and take two tea spoon- 
fuls of tinctura sacra, or one of elixir proprietatis, in sugar and 
water, in the morning fasting, and repeat as need require. 
This is excellent to take off sickness at stomach too. 


If too laxative, forbear all greens, put one-third water to the 
milk, and boil very well together. If a troublesome cough af- 
fects, as sometimes it does, take six or eight drops of liquid 
laudanum at going to bed, every night, &c. This is the me- 
thod I use with pleasing effects hitherto, and if it will regulate 
the gout so that I have but one mild fit a year, I shall think it 


a great happiness, and I should be glad if this or any thing else 
that lay in my power could be serviceable to thee. 


I remain thy obliged loving friend and kinsman, 
Henry Hirt. 


Extract of a letter to the Editor, from Dr. W1LL1AM Fov- 
SHEE, junior, corroborative of the efficacy. of Vaccination, 
dated Richmond (Vir.), Nov. 29, 1808. 


Our city has been in great alarm at a man arriving from 
New York with the small-pox. As soon as it was known, he 
was removed to our hospital, where I attended. Six others, 
who were exposed to the infection from him, were likewise re- 
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moved to the hospital, and were inoculated for the small-pox : 
three of those last sent had the cow-pox, and did not receive 
the small-pox, while the others did: another instance of the 
preventive of cow-pox against the small-pox. Besides ino- 
culating them, I made them expose themselves in every way 
they could. 


Dancers Account of a Hermaphrodite Goat, in a letter to the 
Editor, of March, 1808. 


In my last letter to you, if I recollect rightly, I mentioned 
that I had, in a-young goat, a singular instance of herma- 
phrodite construction. The testicles, without any proper scro- 
tum, were lodged under the skin, close to the navel, and ante- 
rior to the penis, which showed itself in the usual place, with « 
prepuce. In the perineum, at the root of the penis, there was 
a strong representation of a vulva; but it was closed, having 
only a small aperture from whence the urine flowed, the penis 
having no urethra. 


The animal was killed for dissection, but I cannot give any 
satisfactory account of what was ascertained by it. ‘The exter- 
nal parts were, however, preserved, and [ now send you th 
dry preparation, exhibiting every thing above described. Such 
examples of lusus nature may at least excite curiosity, and 
may casually serve to throw light on some abstruse points in 
physiology. ‘This animal was undoubtedly intended for a 
male ; for, notwithstanding the mal-conformation of parts, which 
made it impossible for him to copulate with a she-goat, he 
was avery troublesome rutter; insomuch that an attempt 
was made by some person to castrate him, which you will se+ 


by the cicatrix remaining. 
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Account of farther discoveries in extracting Metals from the 
Earths and Alkalies. 


‘The Swedish chemists, M. Pontin and Berzetius, have 
succeeded in obtaining amalgams of the metals of lime and ba- 
rytes, of magnesia and of strontites, by exposing these earths, 
moistened to negatively electrified mercury ; but this method 
has no effect on alumen or silex. These gentlemen have also 
made a very interesting experiment on ammonia: they placed 
a solution of it in contact with mercury, negatively electrified, 
as in the former experiments, and thus succeeded in obtaining 
asoft amalgam, which proves its metallic nature. 


Mr. Davy has since improved on the discovery of the Swe- 
dish chemists. The amalgam of barytes and mercury obtained 
by their method was distilled, and the mercury being driven 
off, he obtained the metal of -barytes in a pure form ; and by 
the same process he procured the metals of strontites and mag- 
nesia nearly pure. ‘The earths are mixed with red precipitate, 
which is negatively electrified ; the amalgam is absorbed by 
fresh mercury, and, when it becomes semi-fluid, is distilled in 
the vapour of naphtha in a tube of plate glass. 


The above facts were communicated by Mr. Davy to the 
Royal Society a few weeks ago, when he also stated, that in ex- 
periments made with a voltaic battery of 36,000 square inches, 
on barytes, strontites, and the other alkaline earths, and on si- 
lex and alumen, all these bodies, when slightly moistened, and 
acted on by iron wires negatively electrified, undergo changes 


at the points of contact ; and the metals of the earths appear to 
form alloys with the negatively electrified iron. 
Vo. VI. e 
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Mr. Davy likewise metallized the earths by electrifying 
them when mixed with the oxyds of lead, of silver, or of mer- 
cury, when the metals of the earths and the common metals 
were revived together in the state of alloy. 


Since Mr. Davy’s first discovery of the metallic nature of 
the alkalies by the voltaic battery in last November, several 
others have been made relative to them and the earths, with a 
rapidity seldom witnessed before on similar occasions. Soon 
afterwards the discovery of the French chemists was made 


5 


that the metal of potash might be made in large quantities with- 
out the aid of galvanism, by means of the superior attractions 
of iron and charcoal for oxygen in a strong heat, and the ten- 
dency of the new metal to form an alloy with iron ; and in the 
foregoing short notice are contained no less than four more 
important discoveries ; that of the Swedish chemists, of the 
effect of negatively electrified mercury in accelerating the me- 
tallization of the earths ; and those of Mr. Davy, of the ob- 
taining these metals pure, by the distillation of the amalgams 
so formed ; of the operation of the oxyds of lead, silver, and 
mercury, when electrified, 1n reviving the metals of the earths 
by forming alloys with them, and of the same effect produced 
by negatively electrified iron to the metallic state. 


The discovery of ammonia being of a metallic nature, shows 
that is probable the very air we breathe contains metal 
m a gaseous state; for azote, which forms a large portion 
of our atmosphere, has long since been proved to be a compo- 
nent part of ammonia. 


Silex and alumen having both proved refractory to the 
processes which obtained metals from the other earths, gives 


additional weight to the old opinions of their being of the same 
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nature, or of their being different modifications of the same 
substance. Atheneum, Sept. 1808. 


Davy and Singer’s Chemical Experiments. 


It has been asserted by most writers and experimentalists, 
that silver burns with a bright emerald-green light. In Mr. 
Davy’s late lectures at the Royal Institution, the deflagration 
of silver leaf was attended by the emission of a brilliant white 
light, which the professor ascribed to the great purity of the sil- 
ver employed ; and he expressed an opinion that the green 
flame usually observed, arose from the admixture of copper. 
with the silver. Mr. G. B. Singer has, however, disco- 
vered that this phenomenon proceeds from a different cause. 
Having observed that Mr. Davy’s conducting wires were ter- 
minated by charcoal, he repeated the experiment with a similar 
arrangement ; and applying the charcoal to a pure silver leaf, 
it immediately burned with a beautiful white light. Some of 
the same portion of silver having been before employed when 
the green flame was produced, it became evident that the white 
light in this andin Mr. Davy’s experiment proceeded from 
the charcoal: and that this was really the case, appeared from 
the immediate evolution of green light, when the contact was 
made by a metallic wires By the application of charcoal to 
the extremity of a wire, so bent that either the wire or the char- 
coal may touch the silver at pleasure, the white and the green 
flame may be alternately produced ; and a conclusive demon- 
stration of the fact, with a pleasing variation of a brilliant ex- 


periment, will be thus at once afforded. 
New York Med. && Phil. Fourn. & Rev. 
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Account of a remarkable Case, in which a considerable Part of 
a Female Body was converted into Fatty Matter. By Mr. 
Mansfield, Surgeon, Thrapston, Northamptonshire. 


The curiosity of the philosophical part of mankind has been 
of late much excited, by the accounts which we have received, 
of human as well as other muscular flesh being converted into 
fat by slow putrefaction. I have now an opportunity of add- 
ing to the stock of information on this subject, a remarkable 
case, which I shall describe, and which you will probably 
think deserves to be recorded as an extraordinary one ; and 
perhaps a similar instance may not soon occur again, in which 
the period of time consumed in the process can be so well ascer- 
tained. The examination of it afforded me great gratification ; 
and I have that reason at least for conceiving, that the account 
of it may be acceptable to many others. 


A young woman of the parish of Islip, near Thrapston, in 
Northamptonshire, seventeen years of age, of a middle stature, 
and thin in her make, was drowned in the river Nen, near 
that place, upon the 1st of December, 1798; and the body 
was not discovered until the 27th of November,. 1799, ata 
place about four miles off, by land; and, from the circuitous 
course of the stream, about as far again by water. 


As soon as I heard that it was found, I lost no time in going 
to see it, glad of an opportunity to satisfy myself, in ascertain- 
ing the truth of what had been said upon this subject, viz. that 
muscular flesh, immersed in a stream of water, will in time 
become a fatty substance, not subject to further decay in water, 


nor to the usual effects of putrefaction. 
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I found the fact fully proved: the parts subject to this 
change had the appearance, as it first struck me, of a lump of 
fat. The bones of the head, neck, and ribs, were nearly 
cleared of all the soft parts, the chest was quite void of its 
contents ; the ribs themselves as clear of flesh as possible ; but 
from thence downwards, all was firm and perfect. “The abdo- 
men and its contents remained ina natural state; as did the 
thighs and legs; and all had the same external appearance 
with a thick covering of fat, cracked all over like the peel of a 
walnut when ripe. 


There was nothing that had any resemblance to skin, but an 
upper stratum about half an inch deep, which was disposed 
to separate from the muscular parts ; this I took at first to be 
adipose membrane very much thickened, as it was of a loose 
and friable texture ; but it is probable that this was skin, which 
had undergone the same change. Under this was a firm and 
white stratum of fat, very considerably thicker than the former ; 
this appeared to be the upper part of the muscles, as it was 
not separated from the under part, which latter was pale, firm, 
and attached to the bone, as in afresh state ; upon cutting into 
this last substance, however, I found it very offensive (though 
the upper part was not so) to the smell. 


Not any of this substance was crystallized like spermaceti ; 
all the remaining part of the body had the exact appearance ex- 
ternally of a boiled ham, when stripped of the skin, both as to 
colour and substance. 


That the putrefaction in this case was. slow, is easily ac- 
counted for, as the body was in the water all the preceding 
winter, which was a very cold one ; the summer too was un- 


commonly cold and rainy; and, on this latter account, the 
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stream unusually rapid. From some accidental cause, the 
body had been detained all the time under the surface of the 
water, perhaps by the clothes having been entangled by the 
roots of a tree. 


That there could be no doubt of this being the same body 
that was lost at the above period, it may be proper to observe, 
that the shoes and buckles remained on her feet, which the 
parents immediately identified. 


It may be difficult to determine, at what precise period of 
time the change began to take place, and how long it would 
have been before the remainder of the muscular flesh would 
have undergone the same alteration ; but it is clear, that the 


process of converting a considerable part into fatty matter of a 


combustible nature, may be completed in the period of twelve 
months ; which may suggest a hint as to the propriety of 
making this change in the flesh of horses, &c. an article of 
manufacture. 


I have been much gratified by this investigation, and in 
having it in my power to give an account of it to those, whose 
curiosity, like mine, may have been excited by this extraordi- 
nary discovery, respecting the change taking place in anima! 
matter, from slow putrefaction. 

S. M. MansFirxp. 

Thrapston, Northamptonshire, Dec. 7, 1799. 

Med. &S Phys. Four. vol. iii. p. 10. 
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Method of rendering Alkalies Caustic. 


The method of rendering alkalies caustic, adopted by Prof. 
Trommsdorf, is, on account of its facility, worthy of our 
attention. ‘To the boiling alkaline solution, he gradually adds 
finely powdered quick lime, till the whole is perfectly satu- 
rated. The liquor is then filtered, and submitted to the 
usual mode of treatment. ‘The advantage of this process is, 
that the lime does not so readily effervesce as when slacked in 
water, so that the separation of the alkaline ley is much more 
easily effected. 

Pharmaceut. Experimental Chemie, p. 146. 


Account of anew Poultice, lately proposed by Mr. T. Paynn, 
Surgeon, Brook-street, London. 


From the second edition of a small pamphlet, addressed by 
Mr. Payne to the faculty, we extract the following remarks : 


“ It may appear strange,” 


says the author, “ to those who 
do not enter into the minutie of surgery, that I should look 
upon the proper application of so simple a remedy as that of 
poultice, as an essential object (which certainly I do, as well 
as many other (deemed) little things in surgery) ; but having 
met with repeated proofs of the necessity of it, I have decid- 
edly formed my opinion on this head. What gave*me the 
first idea respecting the subject of this publication, was, that in 
the Parish Infirmary of St. George, Hanover-square, to which 
I have the honour of being surgeon, frequent complaints were 
made by the -atients under my car., that the poultice was 


uneasy and caused much uritation: this, I supposed, arose 
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from the circumstance of its not being made of bread so good 

as usual (an alteration having been made in that article in the 

1 house), on which account I thought it my duty to remedy it, if 

| possible, for the ease of the poor afflicted patients. I immedi. 
a ately set about making experiments, many of which I need not 
mention, as I have formed a poultice which succeeds beyond 
my most sanguine expectations, and I flatter myself it may 
prove of some utility. The composition will not only save 
full half the expence of the former poultice, but the consump- 
tion of bread corn entirely ; a most desirable object to accom- 
plish in the present scarcity of that article; which affords 
me infinite pleasure, and I make no doubt will prove a stimu- 
lus (if any be necessary) to those gentlemen into whose hands 
this may fall, to induce them to give it a fair and impartial 
trial. ‘he particulars and expence attending the late and 
present poultice in use at the aforesaid infirmary, per week, 





are as follow: 









“ OLD POULTICE. 





Bread 49|b. at 2id. per pound 
Milk 14 quarts, at 2d: perquart - 2 4 
Lard 21b. at 9d. per pound 







“ NEW POULTICE. 






‘ Se 
Fine pollard 32 pecks, at 6d. per peck 1 
Genuine linseed flour 141b. at 4d. per bb. 4 
Lard, a quarter of a pond - - - - - O 






mo © © 
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STATEMENT OF DEATHS, 


WITH THE DISEASES AND AGES, 


ary, 1808, to the 1st of Fanuary, 1809. 


In the City and Liberties of Philadelphia, from the 1st of Fanu- 
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-— puerperal 
Fracture 
lungs 
liver 
stom. & bow. 
peritoneum 
inoculated 
" 
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-— hectic 
Gout 


tic, and cephalic 


Fever, scarlet 
hoids, & hemoptysis 


Hooping-cough 








DISEASES. 
Fever, inflam. phreni 





Hemorrhage, hemorr- 
Inflam. of the brain 
Mortifica. and gangrene 
Old age 
SMALL-POX, natur. 
Visceral obstructions 
Worms 

Diseases unknown 


Locked jaw 
Measles 
Parturition 
Rheumatism 
‘Scrophula 


Pleurisy 


‘Quinsy 














Lethargy 





Gravel 
Hives 
Insanity 
Jaundice 
Overlaid 
Palsy 
Rickets 
Teethin; 
Thrush 
Tumors 
Ulcers 
W cunds 
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(Syphilis 


‘Sore throat 
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Suicide 
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DEATHS IN EACH MONTH 


OF THE ABOVE PERIOD. 





























Adults. | Children.) Total. | 

January - - - 91 45 156 
February - - . 73 50 123 
March - - ~ 91 63 154 
April . . ‘ 96 3 169 
May - - - 81 98 179 
June - - -: 95 13 220 
July - - - 111 263 374 
August - - - 109 188 297 
September - - - 88 97 185 
October - - - 71 83 154 
November - - ° 81 71 152 
December - - - 59 62 121 

Total - . ° 1046 1225 2271 











By order of the Board of Health, 
WILLIAM NESBITT, Cler/ 
Health Office, Fan. 29, 1809. 


Alderson’s account of a Lusus Nature of the Mamme. 


Mrs. informed me she had not been able to give 
suck to her three last children, because, when the draught came 





into her breasts, the milk flowed out under her arms. On ex- 
amination I found the mamme small, and under the fold or 
lamella of the pectoral muscle on each side, in the fore part of 


the axilla, a large expanded gland, or small mamma, perfectly 
well defined, with a head or nipple like a small wart, formed by 
the tubi lactiferi ; three of which were very distinctly observa- 
ble upon pressure, producing a stream of pure milk the size of 
a crow quill, 
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These glands uniformly became tumid, and _ filled at the same 
time with the mammze, and as uniformly poured out the secret- 


ed fluid before the breast suffered any considerable distension. 


Whenever the child was put to the breast, the milk ran in a 
constant stream from these glands. 


She did not observe this peculiar conformation till after her 


second lying-in. 
Med. & Phys. Four. vol. iii, p. 402. 


New Association. 


It is proposed by a number of medical gentlemen of Phila- 
delphia and other parts of the continent, to institute a society 
in the city of Philadelphia, which shall have for its object the 
accomplishment of a certain and facile mode of intercoursé 
and correspondence, between all the medical characters of the 
United States, each with each, and with the society as a body. 
When it is considered that, in America, the field for medical 
inquiry is extended over an extent of country, equal in magni- 
tude to perhaps one-third of the habited portion of the earth, 
and that of this a superior portion is as yet untouched by the 
labours of philosophic inquiry ; and that nature, eternally 
diversified, changes her aspect in every climate, in obedience 
to almost imperceptible shades of difference or variety ; and 
that nothing can so much promote the knowledge of her laws 
and operations, as the careful observation of individuals diver- 
sified by situation and their favourite objects of pursuit, mi- 
nutely collated and compared ; and when we reflect on the 
importance of collision of opinion and diversified investiga- 
tion, as. a correction to the errors and mistakes of unassisted 
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and individual inquiry: impelled by these considerations, it 
is confidently presumed, that no physician who feels a just 
interest in the advancement of his profession, and in a liberal 
dissemination of its important truths and practices, will rest 
indifferent as to the completion of the proposed association. 
It is certainly directed to the most important uses ; and, while 
it does credit to the humanity and benevolence of its projec- 
tors, is eminently calculated for the equal and liberal distri- 
bution of physical science, to every quarter of this extensive 
continent ; a desideratum never to be enjoyed by personal 
commerce, and only attainable through the agency of an asso- 
ciation like the one proposed. It is expected that a meeting 
will be held in the city of Philadelphia, in the month of April 
next, for the purpose of adopting a constitution, electing the ne- 
cessary Officers, and enacting such laws as may then be deemed 
most expedient for carrying into effect the objects proposed. 
Philadelphia, March 25th, 1809. 


ee | ae 


Prize Medals. 


Extract of the minutes of the Philadelphia Medical Lyceum, 
| February 22d, 1809. 


The committee appointed by the Medical Lyceum of Phi- 
ladelphia, to examine the different dissertations submitted for 
the medal offered by the society, having reported that, in their 
estimation, the question proposed was still left in much uncer- 
tainty, though several of the essays were eminently distin- 
guished by ingenuity and patient research, the Lyceum came 
to a resolution, at a meeting on the 13th inst. to hold out the 
same subject for further investigation. 


The Lyceum, therefore, again announce, that they will give 
a gold medal of the value of fifty dollars, for such an essay as 
may receive their approbation on the following question : 











[46 | Medical and Philosophical Register. 


‘¢ Does the surface of the human body absorb any substance, 
nutritive, medicinal, or poisonous ?” 


The society requires : 


ist. That the dissertations be written in the English lan- 
guage, and that they contain experiments widely diversified, 
and of a pertinent, original, and decisive kind. 


2d. That the dissertations be transmitted, post paid, to their 
corresponding secretary, so that they may reach him on or 
before the first of December next. 


3d. That with each dissertation the author’s name be sent in 
a separate enclosure, not to be opened by the society, unless 
the medal shall be awarded to the dissertation. 


That the authors of the dissertations be kept secret. In 
case any one of them shall disclose, or cause his name to be 
disclosed, the Lyceum will discard the essay from their adju- 
dication. 

By order of the society, 
J. C. Roussrau, M. D. 
Corresponding Secretary. 
* * Editors of newspapers, medical or other periodical works, are re- 


quested to promote the publicity of this, through the medium of their several 
publications. 


Prize Medals, offered by the Humane Soczety of Philadelphia. 


AT ameeting of the managers, on the eight instant, the decision of the 
medical professors of the University of Pennsylvania was received, con- 
taining information that they have carefully examined the three disserta- 
tions for the prize medals, and that “‘ they are unanimously of opinion, 
that neither of them are entitled to the medals, as they do not appear to 
contain any original observations ;” at the same time remarking, that they 
are by no means destitute of merit as to arrangement and style. 
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The managers adopted their decision, and are again induced to offer, 

For the best dissertation on the means of restoring to life, persons 
apparently dead from drowning, and more effectual than any yet in use, a 
GOLD MEDAL, value onE HUNDRED DOLLARS. 

For the second best, a PIECE OF PLATE, value rirry poLLars. 

The dissertations to be sent to the secretary of the society (post paid) 
by the first of January, 1810. 

They may be written in the English, French, or Latin language ; to be 
accompanied with a sealed paper, containing the author’s name and place 
of residence, which is not to be opened, unless the prize is decreed. 

They shall be submitted to the judgment and decision of the medical 
professors of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Although the first effort in this truly important research has not proved 
successful, yet, when we conisder its magnitude, it is believed no addi- 
tional reason need be given for continuing the attempt to enlarge our 
knowledge, where the preservation of human life is the object. We hope 
no discouragement will arise from the failure of the late dissertations, in 
which ingenuity and learning are evident, as our aim is to arrive at a 
knowledge of the means of restoring life more effectual than any yet in use; 
being persuaded that the discovery of such means will amply repay the 
most laborious investigation, and form a new epoch in the progress of 
humanity and science. 

By order of the managers of the Humane Society. 

Isaac Snowden, Fun. sec’y. JosEru CruksHANK, pres. 


Philadelphia, Fune 15th, 1808. 


*.* The editor proposes to devote an occasional page of the Museum 
for preserving from newspapers and other sources, such advertisements of 
medicines, &c. as shall seem worthy of record, for the benefit of posterity. 
With this view he commences with one from the Medical Observer, which 
is there preserved ‘* asa specimen of a particular set of advertising doc- 


tors,” 


TO THE AFFLICTED. 
DR. M‘GHIE, 


No. 6, Richmond-Buildings, Dean-street, Soho, 


** Cures all complaints incident to the human frame, whether in mind, 
body, or limbs ; and in order that the afflicted may not despair, or be at a 
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loss where to apply, he calis their attention to the following extraordinary 
cures, many of which were accomplished when given over by the faculty. 

** In 1790, Anna, the daughter of Jan ynner, Broadway, Westmin. 
ster, was restored to life, though dead to a.. appearance six hours; Tho. 
mas Clark, Orchard-street, Westminster, had the dead palsy, and a great 
defect in his sight and hearing, twelve years and a half, was restored in 
twenty-seven days; Thomas Rose, Orchard-street, Westminster, was 
cured of a five years’ consumption in fourteen days ; Anthony Hartshorn, 
servant to Mr. Whitbread, was lame seven years with a white swelling 
and contracted muscles, one leg three inches and a half shorter than the 
other, cured in thirteen days, in 1790; Mr. Benyon, Windsor Court, Little 
Knight Ryder-street, Doctors’? Commons, broke his knee-pan to pieces, 
was attended by three surgeons sixteen weeks, and pronounced incurable, 
was cured in eleven days; Mrs. Puller, No. 3, Queen-street, Edgware 
Road, cured of a dangerous canker in her mouth ; Thomas Clark, No 1, 
Chatham Gardens, City Road, cured of a seventeen years’ consumption in 
twenty days; Joseph Clark, No. 2, Little Sutton-street, Goswell-street, 
had a leprosy on him twenty years, was obliged to wear gloves constantly, 
cured in three weeks ; Mrs. Ulkes, Whitecross-street, Cripplegate, was 
a long time afflicted with an abscess on her liver, was restored to health in 
thirteen days; James Newman had a windy dropsy for two years and « 
half, was restored ; Mrs. Miller, the Bell Inn, Highgate, had a bloody 
urine, and a complication of complaints, cured in a fortnight; Mr. Simp- 
kin, sugar-baker, Charlotte-street, Whitechapel, had ason cured of the 
king’s evil, and another of the falling sickness ; John Donovan had the 
falling sickness twenty-eight years, cured in a month ; Mr. Graham, jun. 
No. 144, Old-street, had the dead palsy between three and four years, 
cured in a month; Mr. Newman, No 38, Red Lion-street, Clerkenwell, 
cured of a datigerous consumption in eleven days; Mr. Robinson, Clayton 
Place, Kennington, cured of a fifty years’ bleeding cancer; Mrs. Ferguson, 
Little Catharine-street, Strand, cured of a stone cancer in her breast ;_ and 
many hundreds labouring under various afflictions have been restored by 
the doctor’s invaluable Balsam of Life, six bottles of which will cure a 
consumption of twenty years. A certain complaint cured in a few days, 
without mercury, or confinement from diet or business. 

** N.B. The Doctor may be consulted at any time between the hows 
of 9in the morning and 9 at night.” 


